
Cochrane Library

A third NIH Library resource that is increasingly popular is the Cochrane Library.  The Cochrane Library  is a collection of 6 healthcare databases.  At its core is the collection of Cochrane Reviews, a database of systematic reviews and meta-analyses that summarize and interpret the results of medical research.
The Cochrane Library differs from PubMed (MEDLINE):
• It includes the full text, including graphs, of the original systematic reviews produced by the

Cochrane Collaboration;
• Reviews are regularly updated as new information becomes available and in response to comments and criticisms;
• It has critical appraisals of high-quality reviews published elsewhere;

• It indexes selections from important, but previously unpublished material, including conference proceedings

ACCESS the Cochrane Library Database

through the NIH Library website at  http://nihlibrary.nih.gov/IHS. This gives you all the special services NIHL offers, such as links to full-text articles and automatic ordering of articles not found online. 
1. On the NIH Library home page, click on the RESEARCH TOOLS tab at the top of the page.   

2. In the drop-down box select DATABASES, and then scroll down to Cochrane Library.

3. Click on the ADVANCED SEARCH located under the initial search box.

SEARCH TIPS
1. Enter search terms in the ADVANCED SEARCH boxes.
2. Make sure you use the Boolean operators located in front of the search boxes.

a. AND = 2 or more search terms need to be in the article

b. OR = either 1 search term or the other search terms is in the article

3. Next restrict your search to ALL of the Cochrane Library 6 databases or select only the databases you want to search.

> Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews    (Cochrane Reviews)
> Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (Other Reviews)
> Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (Clinical Trials)

> Cochrane Methodology Register (Methods Studies)

> Health Technology Assessment Database (Technology Assessments)

> NHS Economic Evaluation Database (Economic Evaluations)
4. You can also limit your search by date.

5. Enter your search by clicking on GO.

6. The search retrieval will be broken down by the databases you selected to search.  Note the tabs across the top of the search retrieval page to locate how many citations were found in each database.
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